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Seniors dominate Yel

By Bob Healy

About 15 Girard high
school girls spent four days in
July at a sports’ camp in
Edinboro University learning a
little about soccer and a lot
about themselves.

“Everyone is starting to gel
right now,” Girard girls” soccer
coach Mike Frick said during
the first days of practice for the
2010 fall season. “After they got
back from soccer camp in
Edinboro, things just began to
click. They had stayed together
for four days, night and day.
The college coaches out there
put them through quite a bit.
When they came back to
Girard, they were different than
went they went in. Through all
the sweat —and a little bit of
blood and hurt - they actually
had quite a bit fun: They
seemed to start coming togeth-
er as a team.”

Not that most of the girls
weren't fairly well acquainted
with each other before that
summer camp. The team is sen-
ior laden with 11 girls playing
their final season of scholastic
soceer.

“Having a boat load of sen-
iors, leadership shouldn’t be an
issue,” Frick said. “The girls are
starting to understand their
positions and starting to play
better. Hopefully all that will
show during the season.”
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this team can succeed.”

The team will revolve
around two players taking cen-
ter stage, senior Samantha Lane
and junior Erin Allen. Both
were Second-Team All-Region
3 selections last year.

“The keys to this team are
probably Sam and Erin, our
center-midfielders,” Frick said.
“They're going to be the two
engines for this team. How
they play during a game is
probably going to be how the
team is going to end up play-
ing. If they’re having success, if
they're able to distribute the
ball and be the playmakers in
this offense, we should end up
doing pretty well.”

Senior Kelly Drushel and
junior Taylor Shaw are expect-
ed to open at the outside mid-
field positions.

The YellowJackets have
two starters returning on
defense — senior sweeper
Kristen Stonitsch and senior
fullback Vicki Olesnanik. Two

_other defenders — senior stop-

per Korin Koeth and senior
fullback Leanna Edder — are
stepping into starting roles for
the first time.

“We always  stress that
when we have the ball we're
attacking and when we don’t
have the ball we're defending.
So everybody on the team is
for defense,”

“I had most of these gnls
on the junior varsity team
when [ started coaching three
years ago,” assistant coach
Justin Whitford said. “At that
time, a lot of them were new to
the sport. They’ve worked very
hard over the last three years.
This is a very dedicated group,
very committed to making sure

Frick.

The last line of defense is
goalkeeper Katy Rickard. She
earned the starting spot in goal
early last season, but sat out the
end of the schedule because of
a concussion.

“As a senior, Katy wants to

_walk out of here with a strong,

successful season,” Frick said.
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Paschke and Marc Corey. She
has progressed well over the
years, and gotten better and
better.”

Two players, junior Bekah
Edder and freshman Sydney
Dunn, both of whom previous-

+ ly played on the defensive end

of the field, have been convert-
ed into forwards.

“Recently, Bekah played
with a local club team as a for-
ward, hoping it would help her
get better and improve. It did,”
Frick said. “She is very hard-
nosed and aggressive. If there’s
a ball in the air, she’s going to
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plays defense on her club team
but were going to use her up on
top. She has an ability to finish
or to set up Bekah really well.”

Other members of the team
include seniors Brittany Straw,
Cassidy Byham, and Samantha
Ferraro, junior Becky Brown,
and sophomore Danielle Ames.
Another senior, Aubree Fails,
suffered a knee injury and is
expected to miss most, if not all,
of the season.

The YellowJackets put
together an 8-9-1 record last
year. With the addition of a
Class A classification to girls
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(Class AA) for the next two
years.

“We're in a very difficult
region. But like every year, we
look to attain .500 or better,”
Frick said. “Villa Maria left our
region, but General McLane
came in. They’re just-as good if
not better. Harbor Creek is
always good. Soccer is boom-
ing out at Fort LeBoeuf, and
they’ve gotten better and better.
Fairview is always up there. We
look at .500, and anything
above that is icing on the cake.
But these girls can do it this
year.”



